


In china, when we call teacher, we say 老师（lǎo shī ）. this is 
also used as a respect calling for the respected scholars even 
may he/she never teaches you. 

Over all, it is a very respectful words to use! 



1. this is a calling when a student talk about his classmates

2. This is also used as when a teacher call his class(class 
members) 

         Tips: It  is a plural words, the number of people whom you are talking 

with should be more than 3. 



CHINESE 
GREETINGS

问候语



This is for greeting someone when you meet someone who is your fr iend, 
someone younger than you. 

  

你（nǐ）：you

好（hǎo ）：good

when someone say 你好（nǐ hǎo ），you should use

 你好（nǐ hǎo ）to answer. 



This is for greeting someone when you meet someone who are elder than 
you, or you want to show respect to someone.

example: talk to your parents, your boss or elder person. 
您（nín）：you

好（hǎo ）：good

when someone say 您好（ nín hǎo ），you should use

  您好（nín hǎo ）or 你好（nǐ hǎo）to answer. 



This is for  greet ing someone when you meet someone in the morning before 12:00

  

早上（zǎo shànɡ）：morning

好（hǎo ）：good

when someone say 早上好（zǎo shànɡ hǎo），you should use

 早上好（zǎo shànɡ hǎo）to answer. 

avid: 早上好（zǎo shànɡ hǎo）

              Lucy：  早上好（zǎo shànɡ hǎo）



This is for  greet ing someone when you meet someone in the af ternoon af ter  12:00, 
before 17:00.

下午（xià wǔ）：afternoon

好（hǎo ）：good

when someone say 下午好（xià wǔ hǎo），you should use

 下午好（xià wǔ hǎo）to answer. 

avid:  下午好（xià wǔ hǎo）

              Lucy：   下午好（xià wǔ hǎo）
Tips:  This is not often used in the dai ly l i fe, you can use 你好（nǐ hǎo ）
instead of this phrase in your dai ly l i fe. 



This is for  greet ing someone when you meet someone in the evening af ter  17:00.

晚上（wǎn shànɡ） ：evening/night 

好（hǎo ）：good

when someone say 晚上好（wǎn shànɡ hǎo），you should use

 晚上好（wǎn shànɡ hǎo）to answer. 

   David:  晚上好（wǎn shànɡ hǎo）

              Lucy：  晚上好（wǎn shànɡ hǎo）
Tips:  This is not often used in the dai ly l i fe, you can use 你好（nǐ hǎo ）
instead of this phrase in your dai ly l i fe. 



This is for greeting someone when you meet someone before sleep. 

晚（wǎn） ：late/night  

安（ān）：peace

when someone say 晚安（wǎn ān），you should use

  晚安（wǎn ān）to answer. 



POLITE 
EXPRESSIONS

礼貌用语



This is the word to thank someone.any kinds of thank, you can 
say 谢谢（xiè xiè）or谢谢你（xiè xiè nǐ） 。

  

谢谢（xiè xiè） ：Thank

你（nǐ） ：You



These are the words to answer thanks or thank you.  If someone 
say 谢谢（xiè xiè）or谢谢你（xiè xiè nǐ), you should answer 不客气

（bù kè qì）or 不用谢（bú yònɡ xiè） 。

  

不 （bù ） ：Don't/No 

客气（kè qì）：Polite

不用（bù yònɡ）：Don't need 

谢（xiè）：Thank



This is the general word and most common word when you 
apologize to someone. 

  

These characters if seperate do not make sense, you should 
remember this complete phrase.



This is the general word and most common word when you accept 
someone's apology.

  

These characters if seperate do not make sense, you should 
remember this complete phrase.



IMPORTANT 
PRONOUN

代词



  



NAMES
名字



  



This is the phrase when you ask someone's name.

  

你（nǐ ）：you

叫（jiào ）：to be called 

什么（shén me ）：what

名字（mínɡ zì ）：name

So literally, the meaning of this phrase is: what your name to be called?



This is the phrase when you ask someone's family name.

  

你（nǐ ）：you

姓（xìnɡ） ：Family name

什么（shén me ）：what

So literally, the meaning of this phrase is: what is your family name ?



Acturally, in old times, it is not polite to ask some stranger's name, 
instead they only tell the family name, and the person who ask the 
name would just call  the person, Mr (family name), or Ms ( family 
name).

  

For example, if it is the first time you meet your neighbor, you would ask:你姓

什么（nǐ xìnɡ shén me ）， instead to ask 你叫什么名字（nǐ jiào shén me 
mínɡ zì ）， it is a kind of respect, but in modern times, you can ask a 
stranger's name now, but for leader, elder , still should not ask full name 
directly! 



These are the phrases when answer :what is your name.你叫什么

名字（nǐ jiào shén me mínɡ zì ）

我（wǒ）：I/me

叫（jiào ）：call

我的（wǒ de ）：my

名字（mínɡ zì ）：name

是（shì ）：is



This is the phrase when you answer what is your family name?你
姓什么？（nǐ xìnɡ shén me ）

  

我（wǒ）：I/me

姓（xìnɡ）：family name 



  



  



  




